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Clean

air
, peaceand

quiet , goodfoodand

sunshine . Thosewere

thethings I
waslooking

forwhenbookingmysummerholiday last

year ,

andItalytickedalltheboxes.
'

Howabout it

, gang?' I askedmythree

children ,

Mueez ,

9

,

Amin ,

8

,

andLatifah ,

6.

Allthree of

themnoddedhappily.

I' d spotted a
dealonRyanair . It'

d cost£300

forallfour of

us to flythereandback . Bargain!

Theflightsweresuchgoodvalue ,

I
decided

to splashout a
bitonourself-catering villa.

'

That' s gorgeous ,'

I
saidwhen I loggedon to

www.ownersdirect.com . It
was a greatsite

a matehadrecommended , for self-catering

villasandapartmentsallaroundtheworld.

I liked a
three-bedroomvillaoutside a

villagenearthelakes . Bitpricey ,

butworth it.

'

Besides ,'

I grinned to myself .
'

I turned30 in

2009andneverboughtmyself a pressie.'

I workedhard ,

too . Notonlywas a
I single

mum
,

but I put in longhoursas a manager in

Sainsbury' s
.
We

deserveda

treat.
Twomonthson

,

welanded in Italy.
Wehad a

two-hourtrainride

fromtheairport to

..2 -

thelakes . At

first
,

it washard to

%%

I workoutwhere

to goandnoone

in
theairport

seemed to speak

English . But
eventually we
foundourway

to

thetrain.
'

NerelomProrsomorrow.°K

Views of LakeComo
werestunning

e

to

Forthe
wholejourneyi we had

ourfacesglued tothe wndows ,

gazing at
thebeautifulcountryside.

'

Wow
,'

I sighed ,

nonstop.

Thevillawaswonderful ,

butthehill it
was

onwassteeper than I'

d imagined . Sweatwas

pouringoffmebythetime I'

d luggedmycase

up . Fortunately ,

theviewsfromtheterrace

morethanmadeup for that.
Thenextmorning ,

I
sortedout a

hirecar

with a

localfirm ,

andwespent therest of
the

daybythelake . Theshorewaspebbly ,

butthe

childrenlovedpaddling in
thewarmwater.

Thefollowingday ,

wedecided to gointo

Milan ,

a
two-hourtrainrideaway.

I wasexpecting endlessstreets of trendy

clothesshops ,

buttheonlyshopswecould

findwere in

a shoppingprecinctcalledCoin.

Therest of
thefortnightwespentlounging

bythelake ,
visitingmarkets ,

andeatingpizza
'

Youkidswillturnintopizzas at

thisrate
,'

I

teased
,

astheygobbleddowntheirmeals.

Fortwoamazingweeks it
was justme

,

the

kidsandlots of laughter . And
you cathat.n'

t ask fo

m
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" Mythreekids
,

Mueez
,

9

,

Amin
,

8

,

andLatifah
,

6.

"

t

r Stansted
" Airport to Orio

a! SerioInternational
" Airport , Bergamo ,

withRyanair . The
flightlastedtwohours.

f300forourflightsand
0

-1 ,160forthevilla.
"

-

A villa376mup a111hilljustoutsideBellano.
" Italian

. I wish I'
d

"

learnedsomebeforetheholiday.
Euro.

.

A boattriparoundthe
lakescost-25

(

f22
)

forall
of us . We

sailedpast
George

Clooney' s

house .
I

waved
,

buthe
didn' t seeme!

TheCoinshopping
centre in Milan . But
thevillagemarketsweregreat ,

too.
" Weate

at

amazingreasonably-pricedpizzerias
,

buttheproduceavailable in local
shopswasfreshanddelicious.

.Go

self-cateringandalternateeating
outwitheating at home.

°' Youneed
to hire

a

car
to explorethearea

,

andyou
shouldlearn

a fewwords of Italian
,

asfewpeoplespokeanyEnglish.

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

Noprizesfor
guessingwhat
thekidsate!
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