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CRUNCH BUSTER TRAVEL
Postcard from...

H; everyone!

Ben tugged at his lead, desperate to
be set free. The second I loosened
his collar. he kicked sand up in my
face before racing off along the
beach into the distance. ‘Yuck!" I
spluttered. wiping my mouth.

"Bless, he’s so excited to be on
holiday,’ said my hubby Brian, 67.

‘Him and me both,’ I laughed,
enjoying the feel of warm sand
beneath my toes.

It was our first day on holiday in
Spain and. well, [ was as happy as
a dog with a juicy treat! We were
staying in Guardamar, at the mouth
of the River Segura on the Costa
Blanca in southern Spain.

The Mediterranean resort is
nestled on the edge of a peaceful
pine forest. The main appeal for
me. though, was the seven glorious
miles of white sandy beach we
were now strolling along.

And all of us had reason to
stretch our legs. We’d decided to
drive to Spain from our home in
Yorkshire — a 1,500-mile trip that
had taken us two days. But it
meant we could bring Ben, who
had a doggy passport.

Hopping on the Eurostar at
Folkestone, it had cost just £100
for a return ticket to Calais in
France. We’d then stopped off
overnight in a bed and breakfast.

Now, kicking my way across

GUARDA

On the way there. Brian suddenly

Guardamar’s sand dunes. [ knew
the drive had been worth it. It
wasn’t surprising that the town’s
beaches boast Blue Flag awards for
cleanliness, safety and facilities.

It wasn’t just the beach that was
spectacular, either. The townhouse
apartment we were staying in, with
its swimming pool and garden, had
been a real bargain. Only €1.000
(£880) for our three-month stay!

With Brian being retired, and
me working part-time, we had
the luxury of taking long breaks,
but it didn’t mean they had to be
expensive. There aren’t many hotels

in Guardamar.
$0 most
holidaymakers
rent private
apartments like
ours, which we'd snapped up
through website Owners Direct.
Now. heading back to our pad. I
ran through all the places I fancied
exploring. “There’s the city of
Elche tomorrow, then Torrevieja.
Benidorm and Costa Almeria.” [
said. counting them on my fingers.
*Maybe we should have booked
a six-month stay.’ muttered Brian,

looking at Ben and rolling his eyes.

‘Ben shouldn’t be complaining.”
I scoffed. "He'll be getting plenty
of walks during our days out.”

He let out an excited bark!

First thing the next day. we took
the 40-minute car ride 26 miles
north to the city of Elche.

pointed out the window. *Check

that out.” he exclaimed as hundreds

of palm trees loomed into view.
“That’s the Palmeral of Elche.”

[ explained. "It’s the largest

plantation of palm trees in Europe.

and one of the largest in the world.”

More than 200.000 cover nearly
two square miles of the city.
*It was also declared a World
Heritage Site in 2000." I added.
The tree even features on the
city’s coat of arms — but
then the trees have been
growing here since the
5th century!
Minutes later, it was
me pointing excitedly.
“Wow,™ I gasped.
staring open-mouthed at
the Salvador Artesano
factory outlet store.
‘I"ve heard
about this place.
Brian sighed.
*It’s a shoe
shop the size of a
football pitch.”
*Amazing.’
I breathed.
*There are more of

those to come. too.” said Brian.
*Most of Elche’s economy is
funded by the footwear industry.
There are more than 1,000 shoe
factories here.”

*With all the walking we're
planning. I'll neced a new pair by
the end of the holidav.” I winked.
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