
Surge in Frenchholidays
- Theenduringappeal of France

, coupledwithunrest in popular
holidaydestinations in theMiddleEast

,

aswellastheashcloud
disruption ,

hasseenanincrease in BritishandFrench
holidaymakersalikechoosing l

'

ilexagoneastheirdestinatiOn of

choicethisyear.
According to newfiguresfromtheOfficeforNationalStatistics

,

thenumber of UKresidentstravellingabroadbetweenFebruary
andAprilincreased6%%yearonyear ,

andFranceappears to be
benfitingfromthistrend.

KateStinchcombe-Gillies
,

of HolidayLettings , says :

" France ,s

currentlyexperiencingan11%% increase in demandyearonyear { h

south of France
is stealingmuch of

thegloryasusual . Antibesand
Canneshaveseenan8%%increase in enquiries.

"

AndOwnersDirecthasobserved a hugehike
in bookings.

MarketingmanagerAngelaSouthallsays ;

" OwnersDirecthasseen
a significantincrease in enquiriesforvillaandother
accommodation rentals in Franceoverthepast17months - with
thistime in 2011beingup30%%onthesameperiodfor2010.

"

Popularregions remainthesamewithParis
,

NiceandMcrzlne
beingthetopthree . Paris is popularyearround

,

withNice
favoured in JulyandAugustandMorzine in thewintermonths
forskiingbreaks.

Theareaswiththebiggestyearonyearrise in demandinclude
Provence

, AquitaineandNormandy .
A week' s self-catering in a vi

in NormandywithOwnersDirectwouldcostabout£400. "

These increasesarefurthergoodnewsforthosewithholiday
lettingaccommodation in France . Thecountrywasonceagain th

,

world '

s toptouristdestination
In

2010with78.95millionforeign
tourists . www.holidaylettln9s.e.ukwww.ownerdirect.cn.uk

ww..statistics.owuk

" -
In Paris

, Ryanairhassigned a Memorandum of Understanc" withCOMAC
(

CommercialAircraftCorp of China
)

to participa
" thedevelopment of theCOMACC919aircraft forRyanair . Th
" aircraftwouldbedesigned to carryup to

200passengersand
anticipated to beavailablefrom2018 . Ryanairstates
thisnewaircraftwouldenabletheairline to lower et

,

faresforitspassengersacrossEurope . www.ryonair. 4

- Eurostarhaslaunched thenextphase of itsenviro ,

programme ,

TreadLightly . Demonstrating a

" commitmen
championtheswitch to moresustainablemodes

of
trans

" cementtheoperator' s reputationasthegreenestoptior ,

haulinternationaltravel in Europe
"

,

theprogramme includes
" target to reduceCO2emissionspertravellerjourneyby35%%

2012
( havingalreadyreachedtheoriginaltarget of 25%%

)
,

am
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