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THAT’S THE WAY TO DO IT...
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SCOTT TIBBLES*knew he gidn’t want
to wait until retirement to_live'y the sea.
So he-moved his family to Salcombe and

began a.newife as an.entrepreneur

ROS Alice Westgate

X 7ou see the world, then you come back to what
\1 you love,” muses Scott Tibbles. And he should
know, because over the past 30 years his work
as a cameraman and photographer has taken him
from Guatemala to Mozambique and back again. Now,
however, home is Salcombe, South Devon, and work
includes filming above or below the water, teaching
power-boating and scuba-diving, or transforming
vintage caravans into trendy beach huts. ‘I find it
supremely relaxing to be in, on or near the water,” he
says. As he sits on the beach with his wife Jo, while
Ruby, four, and Amber, two, happily sift shells from
the sand, their contentment is clear. ‘Life is good,
but we've had to make it that way,” says Scott.

'HE HOUSE TAKES SHAPE

Until recently, the couple lived in Bristol, where Jo
was a physiotherapist. The city is also home to the
BBC's Natural History Unit, for whom Scott fims

programmes such as Ocean Giants and Springwatch.

Assignments have taken him to hair-raising locations
from war zones to shark-infested waters for up to
ten months each year.

He knew that things had to change once they
married (Scott proposed on Slapton Sands via a
deeply romantic message in a bottle), but the crunch
came when they started a family; Scott was wheeling
Ruby’s pushchair through the city and a car nearly
knocked them over at a zebra crossing. ‘We knew
it was time to leave,’ he says.

They headed to the coast because they had both
been brought up by the sea, Scott in North Devon
and Jo in County Wexford. ‘| grew up on a seaside
farm and was always on the beach,’ Jo says. ‘We
wanted our children to have that same freedom.’

So, in 2007, the Tibbles bought a handsome but

S Bill Kingston

run-down Victorian house in Salcombe, overlooking
the Kingsbridge estuary. ‘The move was hard,’ says
Jo, ‘but it didn’t take long to feel settled. We are close
to North Sands and Whitestrand pontoon, where we
keep a dinghy that takes us to South Sands or East
Portlemouth in no time.’

Scott spent three months renovating the house,
demolishing the internal walls to create a bright
living space, then sanding the floors and painting
everything white with the odd flash of sea-blue.

After Amber's arrival in 2009, the couple added a
glass-roofed dining room at the back of the property,
shading the sun'’s glare with a sailcloth awning

slung high overhead.

While the house took shape, Scott pondered how
to finance their dream while staying closer to home.
‘People think that because you live in a nice place, life
must be easy,’ he says, ‘but you still have to pay the
mortgage and fill the fridge. For us, the key was to
diversify and do several jobs at once. Luckily, I've
never been good at twiddling my thumbs.’

DIVING, BEACH HUTS AND CARAVANS
The first part of this master plan was to convert the
ground floor of the house into a beach hut-style
studio to rent to holidaymakers. ‘It was full throughout
last summer,’ says Jo. ‘The income pays for our
housekeeping, so it’s been a huge success.’

Another piece in the jigsaw was for Scott to qualify
as a power-boat and PADI diving instructor. Handily,
the studio provides a steady stream of pupils. ‘It's
wise to earn a few quid doing what you enjoy,’ he
says. “Your enthusiasm will always rub off on people.’

The final phase came together last summer with
the launch of The Beach Hut Caravan Company,
which gives old caravans a coastal makeover. ‘We've
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